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3 AN EXPOSTULATORY 
To „ 


Mr. Daniel Neal, &c. 


„ 


Have peruſed your late Hiſtory of the Puri- 
tans or Proteſtant Non-Conformifts, with 
ſome Care and Attention; but am yet at a 
Loſs for the true Reaſons and Views of your pub- 
| liſhing ſuch a Hiſtory at this Time. One Deſign 
2 which you mention, is the preſcrving the Memory 
4 of thoſe great and good Men; and another, the 
accounting for the Riſe and Progreſs of the Sepa- 
> ration from the National Eſtabliſhment. And if 
4 you had given a juſt and impartial Account of 
theſc things, no body could have blamed you, 
though you had no other Motive to engage in the 
Work, than meer Curioſity; all Hiſtory, when 
truly and faithfully related, having its Uſe in one 
Reſpect or another, for the Benefit and Inſtructi- 


on of Mankind. But you ſhould have remember- 
ed, that there is a great Difference between Hiſ- 
tory on one Hand, and Panegyrick or Satyr on 

5 the 


„ 

the other; and to make your Title ſuitable to 
your Book, it ſhould have been, A Pauegyricæk 

upon the Puritans and Non-Conformifts, and a 

Satyr upon the Eftabliſy'd Church, Had you 
proceeded as a faithful Hiſtorian, and related at 

fangs the provoking Behaviour on the Part of the 
Puritans, their unquiet and reſtleſs Spirit, their 
Defiance and Contempt of all Laws and all Au- 
thority, and the Reproaches they poured out a- 

gainſt the Governours in Church and State, both 

in Speeches and Writings, your Readers would 
have ſeen, That ſeveral of your Martyrs might 
more properly be term'd Incendiaries : That if 

they had prevailed to the overthrow of the 
Eſtabliſhment, nothing could have enſued but 
national Confuſion and wild Enthuſiaſm ; and 
that therefore the Maintenance of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment againſt all ſuch Inſults and Invaſions, was 
no more than a neceſſary Proviſion for Peace 
and Order in Church and State: They would 

have ſeen, that the ſtrict Execution of the 
Laws on one Side, was fairly accounted: for by the 
obſtinate and unreaſonable Oppoſition on the o- 
ther; which aimed at nothing leſs than the 
utter Deſtruction of the Eſtabliſh'd Government, 
Pag. 372, Worſhip and Diſcipline of the Church. But 
59% how tenderly do you, touch the Failings of the 
„ Through. Puritans, and how * heavy is your Hand, when 
out the it falls upon the Governours in Church and State ! 
on of And when you ſpeak of the abuſive Language on 
de the Part of the Puritans, which was too flagrant 
do be wholly concealed ; how ſhort are you upon 
that Head, and how willing to mitigate the Oſ- 
tence, by referring to ſome ludicrous Replies on 
the other Side: As if they who are the Aggreſ- 
fors, and they who are on the Defenſive, were 


equally 


A .'Y. 


equally blameable; and as if Freedoms taken 


among private Perſons, were to be ranked with 
open Inſolencies againſt publick Authority. 

Beſore I conclude this Letter, I ſhall lay before 
you ſome Specimens of the Behaviour of the PA- 
ritans; but a more full Account of it, as drawn 


from their Writings and Actions, may probably ap- 


pear in due Time, to make your wy complete, 
and to enable impartial Readers to frame a juſt 
Idea of the Proceedings of thoſe Limes; very 
different from that, which your Hiſtory leads 
them to frame, You have pleaded as an Advocate 


on one Side, and it is fit the other Side ſhould 


be allowed a fair Hearing, before Judgment be 


given. | 


I am aware of the Diſadvantage we are under, 
when we ſct ourſelves to defend the Goodneſs of 
an Eftabliſh'd Religion, and the Conduct of thoſe 
who maintain it, againſt Perſons who think #1] 
Religious Eſtabliſhments At. In that Light, 
all our Laws for Uniformity are null and void, 
as made by an Incompetent Authority, and as 
Encroachments upon the natural Rights and Li- 
berties of Mankind; and every Enforcement of 


ſuch Laws muſt be Tyranny and 1 
This is what we call the IVdependent Scheme; 


which may be practicable in ſmaller Territories, 
and mu ſt be the Scheme in Countries where Chri- 


ſtianity in general, or any Sect of Chriſtians, are 
only tolerated, and Peace and Order ſecured by 
A 11 Eſtabliſhment of Religion. But I con- 
te 


$s I have often wonder'd, how it ſhould enter 


into any one's Head, that in ſo large and popu- 
lous a Country as ours, a State of National In- 
dependence can be any thing but a State of Na- 
tional Confuſion: A Number of Congregations 
well nigh infinite, voluntarily gathering into Bo- 


dies, 


(8) 
dies, to be wholly govern'd in Worſhip, Doctrine, 
and Diſcipline, by Rules and Orders of their own 
fraining, and cemented by folemn Covenants and 
Engagements, inviolably to obſerve thoſe Rules, 


and diſowning all ſuperior Power, Civil or Re- 
ligious, to reſtrain and controul them. Every 
one's own Reaſon and e ee would W | 


ſuggeſt to him what Diſorder and Confuſion ſuch 
a Scene would produce, tho' he had never read 
our Hiſtories, nor heard of the Folly and En- 


thuſiaſm, the Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, the 


Diſorder and Confuſion, which even the Ap- 
proaches to ſuch an Independence did actually 


produce, when, under the Protection of Crom- 


Well, it had got the Better of the National E- 
ſtabliſhment. : „ 

But you will ſay, the Enemies of a National 
Eſtabliſhment, as 5 were not the only Com- 


plainants in thoſe 
abour'd as carneſtly to procure an Eftabliſhment 


'of the Form of Government and Diſcipline which 
they had ſecn at Geneva, during their Exile in 


the Reign of Queen Mary. To this I have ſe- 
veral things to ſay; That many of the Exiles for 
Religion, while they continued Abroad, did not 
only uſe the Service that had been eſtabliſhed un- 


der Edward the Sixth, upon the mature Delibe- 
ration and Advice of ſo many wiſe, pious, and 


learned Men, who ſuffer'd Martyrdom in the next 


Reign; but they adhered to it againſt the repeat- 
ed Importunities of their Engliſh Brethren at 


Geneva, preſſing them to embrace that Worſhip 


and Diſcipline; That many of thoſe who fol- 


low'd the Geneva Model Abroad, readily com- 
ply'd with the Eftabliſh'd Worſhip, after their 
N to England, and gave not the leaft 
Diſturbance to the Government in Church and 


State: 


ays: There were others, who 
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State: That tho' the reſt would have been glad 


to ſee the Geneva Model eftabliſhed, or at leaſt. 
a 'Toleration granted for the Exerciſe of it, yet 
tew of them preſumed to hold ſeparate Aſſem- 
blies in contempt of Publick Authority, till the 
Independent Scheme began to gain Ground. The 
Patrons of both Schemes agreed 1n attacking the 


_ Eſtabliſhment; but not with the ſame Views, nor 


with equal Degrees of Fierceneſs and Violence. 
The Presbyterian was for a National Religion, 
and could have been glad to have the Geneva 
Platform eſtabliſhed by Publick Authority; but 
the Independent was for deſtroying Root and 
Branch, without any Delign of an Eſtabliſhment 
to follow. 7 Ted 

You ask, Why would not the Legiſlature and 
the Biſhops agree at lcaſt ro ſome Alterations in the 
Liturgy, for the Sake of Peace and Unity? For ma- 
ny Reaſons. It Conſtitutions, whether Civil or Ec- 
cleſtaſtical, when eſtabliſhed by Publick Authority, 
were to be altered, as oft as the Fancies of Peo= 
ple call tor Alterations, they muſt never reſt in 
the ſfarne State. It is true, all human Conftitu- 
tutions arc changcable ; but before Changes are 
made, it ought to appear that things are in them 
ſelves maniteſtly wrong. The Rules of Wits 
dom and Prudence will not warrant a Change, 
purely becauſe ſome People happen to diflike 


them; which always has been and always will be 


the Caſe, let the Eſtabliſhments be ever ſo wile. 


In the preſenc Caſe, the Objections they alledg'd 


apainſt the Common- Prayer, were generally ſuch 
as had not once enter'd into the Thoughts of thoſe 
who ſcrupled Conformity to the Habits in Ed- 
ward the Sixth's Lime. They were the Excep- 
tions of thoſe who return'd from Exile in the 
Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, with 

| 0D ſtrong 
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ſtrong Prejudices in Favour of the Government, 


Diſcipline, and Worſhip, which they had ſeen 
and been aceuſtom'd to at Geneva, and an earneſt 
Deſire to ſee that introduced, and the Eugliſb 


_ Eftabliſhment laid aſide, which therefore was to 


Deſence 
againſt 
Cart- 


Wrig!4t's 


| Reply. 


Cc 


be repreſented as faulty as poſſible. This was 


plainly at the Bottom of their Hearts, and nothing 


ſhort of this would probably have contented them: 
And as the Legitlature reſolved not to gratify 
them in this, it had been to little Purpoſe to hu- 


mour them in the reſt. It was upon this Foot 


that Whitgift argued with them: The Queſtion, 
« ſays he, is not, whether many things mention'd 
« in your Platform of Diſcipline were fitly uſed 
in the Apoſtles "Time, or may be well uſed in 
ſundry Reform'd Churches; this is not de- 


A 


% nied : But whether, when there is a ſettled 


4 


* 


Order in Doctrine and Government eſtabliſhed 


by Law, it may ſtand with godly and chriſtian 
« Wiſdom to attempt fo great Alterations as this 


% 


_ 


Platform muſt needs bring in, with Difobedience 
« to the Prince and Laws, and Unquietneſs of 
« the Church, and Offence of many Conſciences. 

But why might not ſuch things as were object- 
ed againſt in the Common- Prayer, and which 


A 


were owncd to be indifferent in their Natures, have 


been lett indiferent in their Uſe ? For a ſhort but 


very plain Reaſon: Becauſe it would have occaſion- 


ed great Diviſion and Confuſion among the Peo- 


ple; who would have affected and followed Mi- 
niſters, according as the adhering to the Liturgy, 


or departing from it, happened to fall in with their 


Humour. By this Means, endleſs Diſputes and 


Diſſentions would have been kept up among the 


People, and parochial Cures would quickly have 
run into gathered Congregations. And as to your 


Maxim, That there is Beauty in Variety; you 
> mult 
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muſt forgive me if I cannot think you in Earneſt, 


when you apply it to the Behaviour of a Congre- Pag. 140. 


gation, in the publick Worſhip of God. But alter 
all, the real Diſpute was not about this or that 
Particular, as indifferent in its Nature ; but 
it was, in general, about the Power and Autho- 
rity of the Governours to command things in 
their Nature confeſſedly indifferent, and the Ob- 
i. ah upon the governed to comply with them, 


when commanded, for the Sake of Peace and Or- 


der and Decency. Some there were among them, 


who directly denied the Right of the Legiſlature 


to interpoſe at all in Matters of Religion, particu- 
larly to eſtabliſn one uniform Worſhip in the Na- 


tion; others held, that it things indifferent were 


commanded, ſuch Command ought for that Rea- 
ſon to be diſobeyed, as intrenching N Chriſtian 
Liberty. And all who in cither Senſe denied 


the Authority of the Legiſlature in things indif- 
ferent, virtually denied their 220 oh to provide 


for Unitormity, or, in other Wor 
Eſtabliſhment at all. 
But you further ask, If not a Latitude in the 


s, to make any 


Uſe of things indifferent, why not a Toleration in 


Ivid, 


fayour of tender Conſciences? What the Confi- 


derations were which induced the Legiſlature 
not to grant them a Toleration, F cannot 
affirm, becauſe I do not certainly know, But I 
ſce one very good Reaſon why it could not be 
thought proper or ſafe at that Time; and that is, 


the Rancour of the Puritans againſt the Eſta- 


bliſh'd Church, and the Danger of giving fo much 
Countenance and Advantage to Men, who ſhow- 
ed, without reſerve, both by Principle and Prac- 


tice, that they wanted nothing but Power and 


Strength to overthrow it. It will be always in 


B 2 -: r 
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Pag. 147. 


Pref. p. xi, 


in Religion, are tender Conſciences, with meek 


01894) 
the Judgment of the Legiſlature, at what Times 
and in what Circumſtances ſeparate Aſſemblies 
may be allowed, without endangering the publick 


Peace, or the Conſtitution of Church and State. 


You your felt, where you plead for Liberty of 
Conſcience and Freedom of Profeſſion as every 


Man's Right, add, as far as is conſiſteut with the 


Peace of the Government he lives under ; and 
when you plead tor the admitting Diflenters to 
enjoy Civil Employments by taking away the 
Teſt Att, you own, that they ought to give all 
Security, not to diſturb the Church of England, or 


any of their Fellow-Subjefs, in the peaceable Eu- 
joyment of any of their Religiousor Civil Rights aud 


Properties. The only true Objects of an Indulgence 


and quiet Spirits, and a Diſpoſition to enjoy their 


own Liberty without diſturbing the Eſtabliſh- 
ment. And how ſar the Paritans were ſuch 


Objects, will appear by a brief Specimen of their 
Behaviour; which I ſhall give before I put an 
end to this Letter, TS 7, 
At preſent, I ſhall only obſerve upon this Head, 
with how 1ll a Grace a Presbyterian or an Inde- 
7 N arraigns the Adminiſtration of thoſe 


Times for not granting a Toleration ; who cannot 


but know the terrible Perſecutions which the Ana- 
baptiſts and Quakers ſuffered in New England un- 
der an Independent Government, and the ftrong 
Remonſtrances made by .the Presbyterians at 
Home, when they were become the Eſtabliſhment, 
againſt granting a Toleration to Se#aries of any 
kind, and the un-neighbourly Eye with which 
the Kirk of Scotland has all along looked upon 
the Toleration of a Church of England Scrvice 
among them. And it is alſo ſomewhat extraor- 
dinary, that Diſſenters of any Denomination ſhould 


chuſe 


(13) 

chuſe to revive thoſe Things, at a Time when they 
enjoy full Liberty of Conſcience; unleſs they have 
a mind to juſtify the Wiſdom of denying it in 
Queen El:zabeth's Time, by ſhewing that that 
Spirit is not to be ſatisfied by a bare Toleration. 
Jam an utter Enemy to Perſecution of all kinds 


| for the Sake of Religion, and as ſincere a Friend 


to the Indulgence now granted to tender Con- 
ſciences; and J heartily wiſh that the Diſſenters 
may continue to deſerve it, by ſhowing that the 

are content with it. But I have never underſtood, 
that a Share in the Adminiſtration of Church or 
State, and a Liberty to reproach and aſperſe the 


Religion eſtabliſh'd, were Privileges neceſſary to 


complete a 'Toleration. No Man has had greater 
Pleaſure than myſelf, in ſeeing the Church and 


Diſſenters go on for many Years in a peaccable 


and inoffenſive Way; the Church maintaining 


the Toleration in the utmoſt Extent, and the 


Difſenters ſeemingly content and quiet. In con- 


ſcquence, no one can be more heartily concern'd 
than I am, that by your painting the Founders of 
our Eſtabliſhment, particulaily Queen Elizabeth 


and the Archbiſhops Parker and Whitgiſt, in ſuch 
black and odious Colours, you have put the Church 
under a Neceſſity of laying open the Behaviour of 
the Plritaus, to bring it fairly in Iſſue before the 
Publick, whether the ſtrict Execution and En- 
forcement of the Laws by the then Government, 
was not warranted by the reſtleſs Spirit and inſo- 
lent Behaviour of the Puritans, and by their 
avow'd Deſign and Endcavour to undo all that 
had been eſtabliſh'd upon the moſt mature Deli- 
beration, by three ſeveral A#s of Uniformity. 

I bis, together with a particular Examination of 
your Bock, iſ that procecd, will be a Work of Time; 

1 273 but 
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but for preſent Satisfaction, Iwill give a Taſte ofthe 


Behaviour of the Puritaus in thoſe Days; and thall 


then touch upon the Treatment which the Ana- 
baptiſts and Quakers met with from the Indepen- 
dent Government in New England, and upon the 
Conduct of the Presbyterians towards the Secta- 


ries, in the Times of the Uſurpation here; to ſhow, 


how different the Thoughts and Reaſonings ot 
frail Men are, when 72 Rewer, and when under 
it. A tew of the Paſſages which have been ex- 
tracted by Mr. Strype out of their Books, and 
out of the other Accounts of their Behaviour, 
may anſwer the preſent Purpoſe, and be ſufficient 
to give a general Idea of the Spirit of thoſc Men, 


and ſhow the Boldneſs and Inſolence of their 
Behaviour; Their ſeditious Abuſes of the Queen, 


her Council, and Judges; Their Bitterneſs and 


Railings againſt the Biſhops; Their rude and 
bitter Invectives againſt the Religion eftabliſh'd ; 
I'heir openly ſetting up a Service and Diſcipline 


of their own, in Defiance of Authority; and their 
Engagements and 'Threatnings to introduce it by 
Force, if it could not be done in a legal Way. 
I. Their ſeditious Abuſes of the Queen, ber Coun- 
cil, and Judges. In the Church of Bury in Suf- 


folk, a Place remarkable in thoſe Days for the 


Encouragement of Puritans, the Words of Re- 
proof to the Church of Thyatira in the Revela- 


tions, were painted under the Queen's Arms, 


Neotwithfanding, I have a few things againſt 


thee, becauſe thou ſuffereft that Woman Jercbcl, 
which calleth herſelf a Propheteſs, to touch and 
to ſeduce my Servants to commit Fornication, and 

to eat things ſacrificed unto Idols, Of the 


whole Frame of her Government, Penry their 


great Advocate ſays, © As for the general State, 
| : r 


cc 
cc 


"0" 


« 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
0 


cc 
cc 


WO 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 

(cc 
( 

cc 


6 
40 


* 


and God amend or forgive them; for elſe they 


CC 


„ 

either of the Magiſtracy or the Miniſtry, or 
of the common People, behold nothing elſe 
but a Magiſtracy of Conſpirators againſt 
God, againſt his Truth, againſt the build- 
ing of his Houſe, againſt his Saints and 
Children. Of her Council; © Becauſe our 
Council may be truly ſaid to delight in this 
Injury and violent Oppreſſion of God's Saints 


and Miniſters; therefore whenſoever the Lord 


ſhall come to ſearch tor the Sins of England 


with Lights, as Zephaniah ſaith, he will ſure- 
ly viſit our Council with a heavy Plague. Be- 
cauſe undoubtedly they are trozen in their 
Dregs, and perſuade their own Hearts that 
4 will do neither Good nor Evil. And 
then ſhall they feel what it is to wink at, much 


more to procure the Oppreſſion of the Church 


of Chriſt.” _- Of her Judges; © It is now 


grown, and hath been a long time, the com- 


mon Practice of theſe guz/tlefs Men, to make 
Statutes, ordained for the Maintenance of Reli- 


gion, or common Quietneſs, a Pit, wherein to 


catch the Peaceable of the Land.” 
2, Their Bitterneſs and Railings againſt the Bi- 


ſbops.— In their Admonition to the Parliament; L - Ka 
cc 


Take them for better who ſhall, They are no 
other but a Remnant of Antichriſt's Brood ; 


bid Battel to Chriſt and his Church, and it 


« muſt bid Defiance to them till they yield.” 


=o 
cc 


cc 


40 


(„ 


And ſo their Champion Peury; “Jobs of Canter- 


bury, with the reſt of that ſwiniſh Rabble, are 


petty Antichriſts, petty Popes, proud Pre- 


lates, Enemies to the Goſpel, and moſt cove- 


tous wretched Prieſts. 1 will tell you, Sir, 


J am perſwaded in my Conſcience, that the 


2 es 
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Lord hath given many of our Biſhops over un- 
to a reprobate Senſe; for they do wilfully op- 
Be themſelves againſt the Lord his known 
ruth, yea, and perſecute it; and I ſuppoſe 
them to be in the State of the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt : For they have manifeſted in their 
publick Writings, yea and preſt forth by Au- 
thority ſuch horrible, blaſphemous, heretical, 
yea damnable Doctrines, which my very Heart 
trembleth to repeat.” « Our Biſhops, 
are proud, Popiſh, preſumptuous, paltry, peſ- 
tilent, and pernicious Prelates, are Uſurpers — 
they are cogging and cozening Knaves, - 
The Biſhops will lye like Dogs. Impudent, 
ſhameleſs, wainſcot-faced Biſhops. Your Places 
arc Antichriſtian, they are Limbs of Antichriſt. 
You ſhall find among this Crew, nothing elſe 


but a Troop of bloody Soul-Murtherers, ſacri- 


legious Church-Robbers, and ſuch as have 
made themſelves tat with the Blood of Men's 
Souls, and the utter Ruin of the Church. — 


_ Particularly of the Archbiſhop, “ Of all the Bi- 


ſhops that ever were in that Place, (I mean in 
the See of Canterbury) none did ever ſo much 


hurt unto the Church of God, as he hath done 


ſince his coming ; no, not Stephen Gardiner of 
Wincheſter. None ſo tyrannous as he, no not 
Bonner, John Cant-- whom both in re- 
ſpe& of his Antichriſtian Prelacy over God's 

hurch, and for the norable Hatred which he 
hath ever bewrayed toward the Lord and his 
Truth, I think one of the diſhonourableſt Crea- 
tures under Heaven; and accordingly do ac- 
count of him, deſiring the Lord, it it be his 
Will, to convert both him and all others, the 


deteſted Enemies of Sion, that their Souls may 


« be 


. 
« be ſaved: Or, if he hath appointed them to 
« Damnation, and meaneth no otherwiſe to be 
« glorified by them, ſpecdily to disburthen the 
« Earth of ſuch reprobate Caſt-aways, This Fu!ler's 
ſhameful Treatment of the Biſhops made John C. Hitt. 
Fox the Martyrologift, and himfelt a Non-Con- Ps. 
formiſt, ſay of them, © That they deſpiſed him, 
« becauſe he could not rail againſt Archbiſhops : 
« and Biſlops as they did; but it he could be as 
« mad as they, they would be kinder to him. | 
2. Their rude and bitter Juvedlives againſt the Sirype's 
Religion eftablifhed, Cartwright, another great Os 
Champion of the Cauſe, taught in his publick + 
Lectures in Cambridge, as Margaret Profeſſor, 
That in the Church of Eglind there was no 
« lawful and ordinary Calling of M imitcrs, nor 
« any Miniſtry; That the Election of Miniſters 
« and Biſhops at this Day was tyrannous; and, 
« That Archbiſhops, Dcans, and Archdeacons, 
« were but Offices and Names of Impicty. The Ibid. p. 
ſame Doctrine was aſterwards publickly advanced #27 
at Paul's Croſs by Crick, who moſt ſpightfully in- 
veigh'd againſt the Feeleftaft ical” Poli; „ by Lat 
Efabliſhed; and by Nuke, Wi Hole 15 6 Srype's 
was conſumed in railing ag. tinſt the preſent State; Lite of 5 
and by two others,who public kly preach'd the ſame 
Doctrine before the Univerſity of Cambridge. In |, 
their Adnonitio.: to the Parliament, they affirm 4. 1 N 
« That we had neither a right Miniſtry of God, 297. 
« nor a right Government of the Church; That 
this preic ript Form of Service in the Church 
« of Eugland, maintain'd an unlawful Miniſtry. 
« ____ hat there were intolerable Abuſes in the | 
« Communion Book; and that the Sacraments Sup 
« were wicked, mangled; and profancd : That Annals, 
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Strype's 
Annals, 


Vol. 3. p. 


611. 


Strype's 
Life of 
Grind. P · 
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(18). 


* 


God's Word, that as yet we are not come to 
« the outward Face of the ſame. —— The Com- 


„ munion Book is an imperfect Book, cull'd and 


« nick'd out of that Popi/þb Dunghill, the Maſs- 
« Book, full of all Abomination. — ihe 
« Regimen of the Church is Antichriſtian and 


* 


« Deviliſh.“— And in the Supplication to the 


Parliament + „ God will, it is to be feared, en- 
« ter into Judgment with the whole Land, and 
« make his Sword drunk with Blood, Sc. for 
« e Mach Inſtitutions as are directly a- 
“ gainſt his 57 ”s revealed Will. 
4. Their openly ſetting 3 a Service and Diſci- 
pline of their own, in Defiance of Authority. 
« 'The Perſons who were for theſe Innovations, 
« fays Mr. Strype, had their ſeparate Religious 
« Mectings, and more privately had exerciſed 


their Diſcipline hitherto. But now (anno 1576) 


« they brake out in Northamptonſhire and Par- 


% wickſhire to act theſe Matters more openly, to 


the making of great Hubbubs and Diſturban- 


Ferype 's 
Life. of 


p. 247. 


Ibid: p. 


e ces, by their Endeavour of ſetting it up in 


« the Pariſh Churches. —— And “ The Plat- 
form of Geneva. had hitherto been follow'd by 


« the Puritans; but now (anuo 1583.) a particular 
« Draught was made for Euglaud, with a new 
« Form of Common- Prayer to be uſed. in pub- 
cc lick, therein preſcribed. The Year enſuing, 


„in Parliament Time, came forth the Platform, 


« amended and rectified, as a moſt perfect Pat- 
« tern for all Churches, By virtue of which 
&:, Platform, all the preſent practiſed Orders, 
« Laws, and Ceremonies were to he cut off at 
« one Blow,” —— « By this time, ſays the ſame 
« Hiſtorian, (anno 1588.) they came to that 


« Growth | 


right- reformed, according. to the Preſcript of. 
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(19) 


Growth, that they ſet up their Diſcipline, and 


A 


0 
0 


5 


« in Warwick, Northampton, Cambridge, &c. 
« where there met divers of their Miniſters, and 
there propoſed Queſtions in Matters of R 

« gion and Conſcience, and refolyed them; and 
« made Orders and Decrees for the Government 


« a different Manner of Government of their own, 
« for Eccleſiaſtical Matters; and many Miniſters, 
« even Incumbents of Livings, had ſubmitted 
« thereunto, and were Parts of their Synods and 
Meetings, privately convented ; and eſpeciall 


« in Northampton and Warwick, where Mr. Cart- 


« wright was the chict Preſident and Orderer of 
« Affairs among them. 


* 


1 Their ſolemn Engagements to maintain their Ibid. 
new Diſcipline, aud Threatnings to introduce it 263. 


by Force, if it could net be done in a legal 
Way. Such an Engagement we find cnter'd into 
by two of their Claſſes, who (as the ſame Hiſ- 


torian tells us) © join'd in Subſcription to the 


« Book called, The Holy Diſciplive of the 
« Church deſcribed in the Word of God, and pro- 
« miſed to obſerve their Meetings together; that 
« is, every fix Weeks Claſſical Conferences; and 


* 


Provincial Meetings every half Vear; and from 


4 their Conferences to ſend ſome unto them; and 
c 


their private Letters) to proceed upon the 


C 2 „ Faye, 


had their Claſſical and Provincial Aſſemblies, as 


eli- 


« of their Churches. —— “ And (anno 1590.) Sim ps 
They had of their own Heads, without Leave Life of 


« or Knowledge of the Temporal Rulers, ſet up wes 
327. 


© General Aſſemblies every Year. — They had Ibid p. 
« it in their Thoughts (which they hinted in 264. 

cc 
© more dangerous Methods of Force and Vio- 
“ lence, if their other milder Courſes of Appli- 
* cation to the Council and Parliament, and their 
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333. 


Strype's 
Annals, 


Vol. 3. p. 


611. 
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(29) 


0 Prayers, ſucceeded not. — This Cauſe muſt 


« prevail, maugre the Malice of all that ſtand 


« which will make all your Ncarts to ake, you 
« muſt blame yourſelves. —— And Perry, 1n 
his Supplication to the Parliament, “ Truly, for 
« mine own Part, God aiding mc, I will never 
“leave the Suit, though there ſhould be a thou- 


« fand Parliaments in my Days, until T cither © 


« obtain it at your Hands, or bring the Lord in 
Vengeance and Blood, to plead ag5init you for 
« repelling his Cauſe,” This aclperate Spirit, 
which Mr. Fox, a moderate Non-Conformift, faw 
working among them, made him adviſe tne 
Governours of the Church to look well aſter that 
Sort of Men: « For, ſays he, it they prevail, it is 


not to be imagin'd what Miſchief and Diſtur- 
„ hance they will bring. | 


'To. theſe ſpecial I eltimonies of the Spirit of 


thoſe Men, I will add two ge”-ral Accounts to 


the ſame Purpoſe, given by two Perſons of un- 
queſtionable Credit, who were Eye and Ear- 


Witneſles of their Behaviour; Mr. Camden and 


Came. 
Annals, 
ann. 1528. 


Sir Francis Nalſing ham. 
Mr. Camdaen's Account is as follows: „“ There 

<« never was a Lime, when the Diſcipline of the 

Church was run down with ſuch a ſaucy Pert- 


„ neſs, and the Authority of her Officers ſo 


e rudcly and baſcly infulted. For the Queen re- 
fuling (as indeed ſhe was confiſtent and always 
the ſame) to liſten to any Changes in Reli- 
gion, or encourage thoſe new Modellers, whoſe 


« Deſign ſhe believ'd to be no other, than to 


wound her Royal Prerogative through the Sides 
ol the Flicrarchy, ſome who had a profound 


Vene ration tor the Ge- Platform of Church- 


«- Diſcipline, i 
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they exceed their Bounds, and | 
matter of Fadtion, loſe their Nature; and that 


/ (21 ) 

Diſcipline, imagia'd there was no ſurer or near- 
ay for erecting it in England, than by 

loudly railing againſt the Engl; Forms and 

Rites, and rendering the Names of Biſhop and 

Prelate as odious as they could, to the Com- 


* 


of mon People. Their firſt Eſſay therefore was, 
0 


put out ſcurrilous Pamphlets againſt 
Church-Order and Prelacy; the Titles where- 
Of were Martin- mar-Prelate, Minerals, Dio- 
ce trephes, A Demonſtration of Diſcipline, &c. 
Theſe Libels were ſtuffed with ſuch an Heap 
of ſcandalous and virulent Abuſes, that the 
Authors of them appear'd rather to have learnt 


NR 


* 


C 


* 


& 


* 


c their Language from Billingſcate, than to ſpeak 

the Senſe of any Chriſtian Community.“ 55 
Sir Francis Walſinglam's Account of them is Burn. Hiſt. 
in a Letter which he wrote to Monſicur Critoy, to Ref. Vol. 
inform him of the Queen's Conduct toward the © p. 388. 


Papiſts and Puritans : And if the Credit of a 
Letter from ſuch a Hand needed any Support, 


it would receive it from the foregoing Account; 
which is a full Anſwer to the Charge you bring Pag. 599. 
againſt that Letter, (I mean the Charge of falſe 


Colourings) ſo far as the Behaviour of the Puri- 
tans is concern'd. The Letter is as follows: 
« Her Majeſty's Proceedings (againſt Papiſts and 
ho Puritans) are grounded upon theſe two Princi- 


„ ples. 


Ihe one, That Conſciences are not to be 


ſorced but to be won, and reduced by Force 


f Truth, with the Aid of Time, and Uſe of 


all good Means of Inſtruction and Perſuaſion. 


<« "The other, That Cauſes of Conſcience when 
row to bc 


“ Sovereign Princes ought diſtinctly to puniſh 
Ra 1 1 # | + ew 


* 


(22) | 
cc their Practices and Contempt, though colour'd 
« with the Pretence of Conſcicnce and Reli- 
gion. 45 1 
After which, having ſtated the Caſe of the * 
Papiſts, he procceds to the Caſe of the Puritans. © 
C For the other Party, which call themſelves | 
* Reformers, and we commonly call Puritans, 
© this hath been the Proceeding toward them: 
« A great while, when they inveigh'd againſt 
„ ſuch Abuſes in the Church, as Pluralities, 
« Non-Reſidence, and the like, their Leal was 
« not condemned, only their Violence was ſome- 
cc times cenſured. When they refuſed the Uſe 
*« of ſome Ceremonies and Rites as ſuperſtitious, 
<< they were tolerated with much Connivance 
c and Gentleneſs; yea, when they called in 
© Queſtion the Superiority of Biſhops, and pre- 
* tended to a Democracy in the Church, their 2 
<< poſitions were here conſider d, and by contrary 
« Writings debated and difcufled ; yet all this 
« while it was perceived that their Courſe was 
© dangerous and very popular; as becauſe Pa- 
* pi ſtry was odious, therefore it was ever in their 
«« Mouths, that they fought to purge the Church 
from the Reliques of Papiſtry, a Thing ac- 
e ceptable to the People, who love ever to run 
« from one Extreme to another. 3 
« Becauſe Multitudes of Rogues and Poverty 
% was an Eye-Sore, and a Diſlike to every Man, 
therefore they put into the People's Head, that 
« it Diſcipline were planted, there ſhould be no 
* Vagabonds, no Beggars, a Thing 9 465 = 
„ ſible; and in like manner they promiſed the 


p 


4 — 4 — 22 — — — 
* — A a 
_ 1 * 4 Fu 
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% People many of the impoffible Wonders of 
* their Diſcipline: Beſides they opened to the 
Way to Government by their Con- 


« ſiſtory 


People a \ 


1 
ſiſtory and Preabytery, a Thing tho' in Con- 
5 tc ſequence no leſs prejudicial to the Liberties of 
t private Men, than to the Sovereignty of Prin- 
ces, yet in firſt Shew very popular; neverthe- 
= < lefs, this, except it were in ſome few that en- 
= <« terd into extreme Contempt, was born with, 

becauſe they pretended in dutiful Manner to 
„ make Propolitions, and to leave it to the Pro- 
d yidenceof God and the Authority of the Ma- 
A © opilkrate.- - 5 1 74 
% But now of late Years, when there iſſued 
« from them, that affirmed the Conſent of the 
« Magiſtrate was not to be attended, when un- 
« der Pretence of a Confeſſion, to avoid Slander 
and Imputations, they combined themſelves by 
Claſſes and Subſcriptions; when they deſcended. 
into that vile and baſe Means of defacing. the 
« Government of the Church by ridiculous Paſ- 
_« guils; when they began to make many Subjects 
„in doubt to take Oaths, which is one of the 
fundamental Parts of Juſtice in this Land, and 
ce in all Places; when they began both to vaunt of 
« their Strength, and Number of their Partizans 
and Followers, and to uſe Comminations, that 
© their Cauſe would prevail through Uproar and 
« Violence; then it appeared to be no more 'Zeal 
„ no more Conſcience, but mers Faction and 
„ Diviſion; and therefore, though the State were 
„ compelled to hold ſomewhat a Harder Hand 
4 to reſtrain them than before, yet was it with 
c as great Moderation as the Peace of the State 
or Church could permit. Thus her Majeſty 
has always obierved the two Rules before- 
mentioned, in dealing tenderly with Conſei- 
ences, and yet in diſcovering Faction from 
* Conſcience, and Soſtneſs from Singularity,” 
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P- 1 29. 


Ibid. 
p- 142. 


Ibid. p. 
169, Ce. 


dent Way; 


( 24 ) 


Till 3 a more full and particular Account 


Dat appear, the Specimen of the Behaviour of 


the Paritans, as above, may. ſerve to ſhow, how 
_ Reaſon they had to complain of the Severi- 

of the Government in thoſe Days. And a fur- 
? er View of the Treatment which Chriſtians of 
all Denominations received from ſucceeding Pu- 
ritans, where they had the Government in their 
Hands, will ſhow with how ill a Grace thoſe 


| Complaints are now revived. 


The Government of New England, in the 
Point of Religion, ſettled itſelf in the Indeper- 


mw Perſuaſions found from it, will never be co- 
d by any Government to the End of the 
Fond. x 
 Ann.1629, Some of thoſe who went over with 
the firſt Planters, ſet up a ſeparate Aſſembly ac- 


cording to the CuuRcH or ENGLAND; which 
was ſo far from being indulg'd, that two Brothers 


who were at the Head of that Aſſembly, were 
preſently ſent. back to Eng/and by the Return of 
the ſame Ships that brought them over. 
Inn. 16 34. Mr. Williams, one of the Indepen- 
gent Miniſters, happening to have ſome Notions 
different from thoſe of the Government about 
Church Communion, withdrew from their Aſſem- 
blies, and ſet up a ſeparate Meeting in his own 
Houſe; and the Independent Miniſters having 


try d in vain to reclaim him, the Magiſtrates in- 


terpoſed, and baniſh'd him, as 4 Difturber of 


the Peace of the Church and Commonwealth.. 


Ann. 1637. Mr. Wheelwright, one of the Mi- 
niſters at Bon, preach'd a Sermon in Favour of 


the ANTINOMIANS, and inveigh'd againſt the 


Magiſtrates for oppoſing it; z who condemn'd the 
Sermon 


and I hope the Treatment that all 


AS 
_ 


A 


2 ENS 
© 


F 
- 


25 

Sermon, and baniſh'd the Man, and puniſh'd ſe- 

veral Perſons who had petition'd in his Favour, 

by disfranchiſing, or fining. The ſame Year, Daniel 

Mr. Gorton propagated the ſame Doctrine in ano- Nea!'s 

ther Cour 5 tor which he was fined and baniſh- roo _— 

ed by the Government there. e 
Ann. 1645. Several Perſons of the PRESBTTE- 179. 

RIAN Perſuaſion, petition'd that they might be Ibid. p. 

capable of Civil and Military Employments; and *'* 

as to Religion, that they might cither be recei- 

ved into the Independent Churches, or have Li- 

berty to ſettle themſelves in a Church-way, àc- 

cording to the Reformation of England aud Scot- 

land; for which Attempts, ſix of the ſeven Peti- 

tioners were impriſoned and fined. 

Ann. 1648. 'The ANABAPTIS TS withdrew from ibid. A ; 

the Independent Churches, and ſet up a ſeparate 278. 

Mecting of their own. "The Heads of them were 


_ apprehended at one of their Meetings, and pu- 


niſhed by Fining, or Whipping; and the like Pe- ; 
nalties were inflicted upon two other Perſons, 
who did no more than comfort one of them atter 

his Whipping, and praiſed God tor his Courage 

and Conſtancy. | þ 

Ann. 1656. Several QUAxess arrived in New j;, 8 
England; who were immediately impriſon'd, and 292. 


* 


after ſome ime banith'd, and the Books they 


brought with them burnt and deſtroyed by the 


Common Exccutioner. Upon their coming, a 
Law was made, by which any Maſter of a Ship 
who ſhould bring any Quakers thither, was to 
pay 100. ; any Quaker arriving there, to be com- 


= mitted to the Houſe of Correction, and ſeverely 


whipt, and kept at Work; any Perſon importing, 


or diſperſing, or concealing their Books, to pay 


51.z and any Perſon defending their Opinions, to 
be fin'd for the two firit Otfences, and for the 
| „„ third 
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P. 295. 


Ibid. p. 
297. 
Ibid. p. 
308. 


1 1 
third, to be committed to the Houſe of Correcti · 
On, till there ſhould be a convenient Paſſage to 
ſend him out of the Land. The next Year, they 
made the Laws againſt them yet more ſevere; ad- 
ding to the former Penalties,40s. for every Hour of 
entertaining or concealing anyQuaker; and for the 
Quakers themiſelves, the cutting off the Ears, and 
boring thcir Tongues through with an hot Tron. 
To which they added, in the Year 1658, an Or- 
der, that who were not able to pay the Fines, 
ſhould be ſold; and alſo the Penalty of Baniſh- 
ment upon pain of Death, not only for embracing 
or favouring Quakeriſm, and refuſing to retract, 
but alſo for condemning the Practice of proceed- 
ing by the Court againſt Quakers. And it is af- 
terwards mention'd as an Inftance of the Mode- 


ration of the Government, or rather as the Ef- 
fect of finding ſeverer Methods ineffectual, that 


they reſolv'd, for the future, only to whip them 
at the Cart's Tail, as Vagabonds, through all the 


Towns in their Way out of the ſuriſdiction. 
Ihe foremention 


d Laws were not made for 
Terror only, but were moſt of them actually put 


in Execution. One Nicholas Upſhall happen'd 


to ſpeak againſt the firſt Law in 1656, when it 


was proclain'd in Boſton, and was fined 20 J. and | 


order'd to depart the Juriſdiction. The next 
Year, ſome who were found at a private Meet- 
ing, were fined 5 5. a Head for Sg 
{rom Publick Morſbip; and their Teachers 
were ſent to the Houſe of Correction. Three 
were whipt, impriſon'd, and ſent out of the 
Country, and three others loſt their Ears; and 
ia the Year 1659, four were put to Death, fer re- 


turning after Baniſhment ; and ſeveral (to avoid 


that Penalty) lived and died in a State of Ba- 
niſhment, | 1 5 
| « Several 
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“ and of God's Ordinances; which might indeed 
| © deſerve a Fine or a Pillory, but has never f 
| © been thought worthy of Death by any civi- { 
| © lized Nation in the World.” Howeyer, be- ij 
| fore the Writer of the Hiftory of the Puritans 
laid ſo heavy a Load upon the Governours of 


(27) 

-  Seyeral Perſons and Familics, ſays the Hiſ- Daniel 
< torian, were ruin'd by the Exccution of theſe 3 c 
« Laws. For no ſooner did they abſent them- Neu xg. 
68 1 lves from the Publick Worſhip, but Enquiry land, p. 
<«< was made where they were, and whether 305. 
<« they had not been at ſome 9 Meeting of 

« Quakers, If they were ſilent, or could not 

% give a good Account of themſelyes, they were 

« watch'd by the Informers, who quick] laid 
their Hands upon them.” But in Juſtice to 

that Hiſtorian, to whom you are not a Stranger, L 


muſt add, that though he offers ſome Apologics for 


thoſe Proceedings of the Government, particu- | 
larly the obſtinate and untractable Spirit of thoſe 
Sectaries and the Neceſlity of maintaining Autho- 
rity and the Peace of Church and State ; yet he 

himſelf condemns them wholly in one Place; and 
fays in another, ( That though it were allow'd, Ibid. 


5 — * 


« that the Quakers by their imprudent Conduck f, 3%” 
“had juſtly expoſed themſelves to the Notice of p. 111. 
« the Civil Magiſtrate; yet the Offence was by 

« no means equal to the Puniſhment | z, e. Death; 

« for they were not r againſt for Felony 


or Treaſon, but for Contempt of Authority, 


hurch and State under Queen Elisabeth; he , 
ould have remember d the Apologies that had 4 


deen mage in the erg of New England, fer 
| greater Degrees of Rigour and Severity. | t 
| This was the State of Things in Næmw- England, 
(DE en, when, Fo Toper cams into. 


overnment .of the Independents. 


2 the 


2 (28) 

the Hands of the PxEsBy TERIANS, they did not 
indeed proceed to the like Extremities againtt 
the Sectaries of thoſe Days; nor could they, if 
they had deſired or been inclined to it, becauſe 
the Independents and other Sectaries came early 

. under the Protection of Cromwell and the Army. 
Ann. 1643. But the Aſſembly of Divines ſet themſelves with 
the greateſt 'Zeal againſt the Endeavours of the 
Independents for a Toleration. Bcfore the War 
broke out, ſeveral Diſſenting-Miniſters had tranſ- 
ported themſelves into Holland for Liberty of 
Conſcience; where they form'd and practiſed a 
Church-Diſcipline in the Congregational or In- 
dependent Way. In the Year 1643, they re- 
turn'd to England, and preſently fell ro gathering 
of Churches, according to the Scheme they had 
laid in Holland. The ester ett upon 
this as an Encroachment, and complaiued that 
their Flocks were perverted, and their Settlement 
diſturbed; and told the Independents, they ex- 
pected they ſhould leave their Singularities, and 
come under the Scotch Regulation, which the 
Parliament was about to cftabliſh, The Inde- 
pendents continued to preſs for a Toleration; but 
the Motion was rejected by the Aſſembly; and 
thereupon the Independents addreſs d the Parlia- 
ment, and drew up an Apologetical Narrative ot 
their Caſe. This Diſpute growing higher and high- 
Aun. 1645. er, a Committee was appointed to adjuſt Matters 
between them. The Independents gave in their 
Claim of a Toleration, with the Reaſons for it; 
and the Presbyterians, by way of Reply, gave 
their Reaſons why they could not comply with = 
it: But neither of theſe Reaſons do I care to en- 
ter into; not what the Independent ſaid for a 
Toleration, becauſe that is now eftabliſhed among 
us; nor what the Presbyterians alledg'd againſt 
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againſt going on in this un 
it you reſolve to ſproceed further. Whether the 
publiſhing ſuch a Book at this Time is ſingly your 


(29) 


it, becauſe I heartily 'wiſh the Continuance of 
what is ſo eſtabliſhed. My only Aim in mention- 
ing theſe Matters at all, was to ſhow what the 


Presbyterians thought of a Toleration when they 
were in Power. Give me Leave only to add to. 


what I have faid of the Conduct of the Afſembly 
of Divines on this Occaſion ; that while theſe 
Diſputes were depending, the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Common Council of London pre- 
ſented a Petition to both Houſes, defiring @ fri 
and. ſpeedy Courſe for ſuppreſſing all private and 
ſeparate Congregations; aud that all Hereticks 
aud Sectaries, who conform not to the Public 


Diſcipline, may be proceeded againſt, aud that 


none di ſaſfected to the Presbyterian Government 
be employ'd in any Place of publick Truſt. And 


a little after this, the General Aſſembly of the 
Kirk of Scotland, ſent a Letter to the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council, thank- 


ing them for their late and ſeaſonable Teftimony 
given to the Truth of the Goſpel, manifefted in 
their humble Remonſtrance and Petition to the 


Honourable Houſes of Parliament. 
I have hinted before, what I have good 
Reaſon to believe, that a particular Examina- 


3 tion of your Book is intended, in order to ſhow 


the unfair Repreſentations, and to ſupply 


the Defects of it. But, in the mean time, 1 
thought it might be of ſome Uſe to give this ge- 


neral Account of your Undertaking ; partly to 


hinder the Impreſſions, which the Reading of 


your Book might make, to the Diſadvantage of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution and the Framers 
and Maintainers of it; and * to caution you 

air and partial Way, 
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(30) 
own Project, or done in Concert with your Bre- 
thren, I pretend not to fay ; if the 8 it is 
eaſily gueſs d what is going on. But, till I ſec 
the contrary, I muſt believe the former is true; 
becauſe many Minifters of chief Figure and Di- 
ſtinction among the Diſſenters have very worthi- 
ly and ſucceſsfully join d the Church of England 
in maintaining our common Chriftianity ; and 
when that is ſo openly attack d, I cannot think 
they would gratify the common Enemy, by rai- 
ſing Jealouſies and Diſputes among thoſe wi 
jointly conecrn'd in the Defence of it. 


Y | am, 
Sir, | Is 
rer hun Friend and Wall-Wifher, 1 
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